





1,5084) 1,856,104) 1,679,798 


171]) 483,608) 205,261 


475,529 

$25,269 

. we 1,109,160) 1,267,811 
4th | 1,431,136) 255,016 

28 | - 125,109) 9,072 

27; 28,198 11,952 


230 166,108) 193,868 


| 
| 
; 76 — 28,990 


53} 52,642 
161 | 219,733) 
66) 45,225 

4665} 998,835) 
82) 


2634) 


34,449,026 
1,121,267 


491,6 


6,549,265 
414,926 
478,782 
7,818,5 
1,426,606 


17,176,914 








% 


4 





eo 
; publication in the Supplement'to the Gazette. 
Ordered further, that the 


GOVERNMENT Br Cape tee 38 
PUBLIC WORKS*DEPARTMENT. + eee 
CIVIL WORKS. ! eS eS F 
Telegraph. « pele nis ast 
ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE INDO-EUROPEAN TELEGRAPH DEPART- 
MENT FOR THE YEAR 1879-80. is a 


ne ; ty 
Nos, 22—80T., dated Fort William, the 6th February, 1881. oe 
RESOLUTION—By the Government of India, Public Works Department. ers 


» Read— 


Lotter from the Director-in-Chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department, No. 1239, © 
dated 21st August 1880. ; 


Onservattons.—No extensions of the cables or of the land lines have been 
made during the year; and the operations of the Department have been re+ 
stricted to the working of the existing lines. . 

2. The Capital Account was reduced during the year by a transfer to the 
Revenue Account of £26,534-12-10, on account of a ere of the cost of the 
steam ship Patrick Stewart, and stood at the close of the year approximately 
at £1,154,333-0-3. k 

8. The figures given in the Report, both in the Capital and in the Revenue 
Accounts, differ in several points from the figures in the annual accounts sub- 
mitted by the Examiner of Telegraph Accounts, as explained in the annexed 
note by the Accountant General, Public Works Department. 

4, The gross revenue is stated to have been £82,710 (subject to cor- 
rection on account of unrealized outstandings), exclusive of £4,417, the value 
of work done for other Departments, which does not appear in the accounts ; 
whilethat of the previous year amounted to only £69,692. The working ex- 
penses amounted to £67,999, against £62,528 in the previous year, showing a 
net gain of £14,711 on the ordinary transactions of the year. But the debit 
of £26,534 on account of the Patrick Stewart absorbed the entire surplus and 
created a deficit in the Revenue Account of £11,828. On the other hand, no 
credit has as yet been received on account of the sale proceeds of the steamer 
Amberwitch, which, when the sale has been effected, will be credited to 
Revenue. p 

5. The number and duration of interruptions to traffic on the lines worked 
by the Department show a great improvement over those of the previous year. 
The cases of wilful damage, which were formerly a source of frequent annoy- . 
ance, were few and unimportant ; and the Departmental Officers have received 
cordial and friendly co-operation from the Persian authorities. The speed of 
transmission of messages was well maintained ; the average mean time occu-- 
pied in transit between Karachi and London having been 89 minutes only. 

6. The gross value of the traffic, the gross receipts, the net revenue (ex- 
cluding abnormal transactions), the number of messages sent, the number of 
words, and the speed of transmission have all increased; while the errors in 
transmission and the complaints from the public have largely decreased. x 

7. The results of the year’s o rations taken as a whole are very satisface — 
tory, and the Government of ia endorses the commendations by the © 





- 


 Director-in-Chief, of the staif, through whose exertions these results have — 
-been obtained. 





Orprr.—Ordered, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the _ 


“Director-in-Chief for information and guidance 


Also, that copies of fhe Report and Resolution be forwarded to the De- 
partment of: Finance an Commerce, to the Foreign, Mili (Marine), — 
and Home, Revenue and Agricultural Departments for avon ; he Lo 
‘Also, to the Goyernment of Bombay, and to the Director General of Tele- 
hs in India, for information; and to the Publisher of the Gazette of India — 









Report and Resolution be forwarded to 
Secretary of State for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, vi 












ret ‘No, 1990, dated lat Angus, 1880. 
Bice k To xgraple epart +, aed ig Pst + 
| To—Seoretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department, 


have the honor to submit, for the information of the Government of India, the follow- 
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Aaieleetoy CarrraL. 2 US 

|. g. In my report for the previous year, dated the 28th August 1879, the Capital Account 

Re trans Department was stated to stand on the $lst March approximately at £1 64,001-10-9.. 
‘These figures, as has already been explained, are partly based on information received the 


sa Dope ot on th® Administration of the Indo-European Telegraph Department for the year 


ae ph, and are liable to subsequent alteration. The correct amount as shown in the Parlia- _ 


mentary Account was £1,164,401-10-2, 
. 8. The approximate figure, on the ark see ea td pirtenreme: a reduc- 
Rt : i jon 0 ,068-9-11] bei most entirely due to 
nn RAGE sa ‘Acoount—(Appendix A). atransfer to Revenve explained under the fol- 
lowing heading : : f 
+ Revenve. 
4, The’receipts from all sources during pier presigee to rege obese ea with 
De , r ,692 during 1878-79, and notwithstanding the 
(Appendix B.)—Increase of earnings during year. increased amount expended on repairs to the vier 
and the Mekran land-line, this year’s working would have shown « surplus of some £14,000 
had it not been for the transfer to which allusion was made in the preceding paragraph. 
'- §, As explained in a telegraphic si get — 8rd sage Ad from = Most 
. , Hon’ble the Secre of State, to the Govern- 
Cost of Patrick Stewart debited to the year's mont of India, it has been decided that the reve. 
, nue of this Department “after being credited 
with the sale s of the Amberwitch, should be debited with.a share of the cost of the new 
cable vessel, the Patrick Stewart, equal to the original cost of the Amberwitch, only the excess, 
if any, of the cost of the Patrick Stewart over that of the Amberwitch devolving upon Capital.” 
6. In accordance with this ruling, the pri ere of £26,534 gran eee sper 
- 7 ‘ v pital Account, and largely swells the Reve- 
Price of Amberwitch not yet credited to Revenue. 46 expenditure of the patie ear under 
report. Moreover, as the Amberwiich has not yet been sold, and her price credited to the 
Department, our Revenue receipts are not pro danto benefited for the present. 
** | 7. Including this heavy outlay (all debited to one year’s Revenue) the total expenditure 
for 1879-80 was £94,533, which exhibits a deficit of £11,823. 
$. But this deficit would be cage pT tS if the togrRee US mee allowed to 
7 it in its accounts for the work it performs 
Work performed by cvenet for other Depart fo, other branches of the service. This, however, 
e is prohibited by instructions conveyed to me in 
letter No. 112 A.—T., from the Government of India, dated the 24th November 1879, and I 
can but here record the fact that the following sums were earned during the year by the vessels 
attached to the Department :— ; 


Rs. 

8.8. Patrick Stewart . * . . . ‘ + 42,664 

8. 8. Amberwitch . . . . . . 93 

Barge Rose . 1,410 

44,167 
; 9. The bond fide loss therefore, after paying 

Results of the year's working. £26,584 for the gto is £7,406. 

Roos Further remarks which have direct reference to the subject Revenue will be found lower 


“Gown under the heading “Traffic.” 
He Lines, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS. 
| 10. No extensions have been made to the land-lines or cables of the Department during 
ds Nee 2 the year under report. The Persian | Division 
w Length of line in Persia. ‘ under Tioutenant-Colene) age ge Smith, R.E., 
extends from Teheran to Bushire, The line is 797 miles long and consists of three wires su 
ported from end to end of the division on iron poles. The aggregate length of Wire is 2492 
"ee Iti tisfacto be able to report that cases of wilful damage which used 
r a ee hog tobe so seriously EE wore very few and 
| Marked decrease of wilfal damage, unimportant in 1879-80. Colonel Smith attri- 
a | share of credit for this happy change to the able Government of His Royal 
Mirza at Shiraz. 








sig | eaiiey ts to the Tel Offices 
- Tmprovements to Office buildings. ot keoum sad Kashan, and soyeral the smaller 
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. During the year the Persian Government, at the instance of the Director, carried . 
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Acknowledgment of services rendered to us by aR : 
cea is re gin at <cselney beri ean of vital ee ra a 
satisfac working of the Indo-European Telegraph is due in a very great degree 
Mukhbar-20-Dowleh’s wise and disinterested policy, and ] would, if 1 were permitted, sol 
the Government of India to consider whether it be not advisable to indicate their 
of the services he has rendered. | 
‘14. ing 1879-80 a considerable h of the second international wire was re-ini 
eo ae SER. Rede the damp and trying neighbourhood of Bushire. 
Panaih Bosslanting vetaqaper: The new insulators employed were those known as 
Messrs. Johnson and Phillips’ patent fluid insulators, which 1 have been recently trying both 
in Persia and on the Mekran Coast with highly satisfactory results. : Sala 
15. The Persian Gulf Division under Mr. Ffinch embraces Ist, the percha cable — 
ae zi from Fao at the mouth of pra ora to 
Length of cables and lines in Persian Gulf Di- Xuyrachee, a length of 1,217 nautical miles, 
sat 2ndly, the India-rubber cable 495'46 nautical miles — 
in length from Bushire to Jask, and Srdly, the land-line from Jask to Kurrachee along the 
Mekvan Coast, 6764 miles long, carrying two wires, the aggregate of which is 1,358 miles. 


16, During the year it was necessary to renew 48} miles of the land-line wire and to 
kt to Melchert Saal Bex replace 1,008 defective insulators of the Prussian 
Repairs ran land-line, pattern. ’ 

17. irs to the old gutta-percha cable first Jaid in 1863 have been unusually numer- 
ous during the past year. In effecting these repairs the eable staff were employed no less than 
116 days away trom head-quarters, and traversed a distance of more than 1,00 miles. Mr, 

Ai lalla Mance, the able successor to Lieutenant Stiffe, 

Regaics : carried on the duties of Engineer and Electrician 
during the entire period under review, and I beg to express my hearty approval of his un- 
wearied exertions, Ths report for the year is a document which will, I am sure, be of great 
interest and value to many who would not care for the statistics and details contained in 
statement, and I therefore forward Mr. Mance’s paper in extenso, extracting from it 

(Appendices D to K.) observations as will render my own report sufi~ *" 

2 ates : ciently clear for a general comprehension of the 

condition of the cables. 


18. The gutta-percha cable is now 16 years ae and elthongh it is the case that in some 
parts the iron guard wires have become corroded 

Bamnaticn sm fhe grulte-perchn onple, and useless, the core continues sound and good ; 

and it should be noted that §6 per cent. of this line has never required repair since it was laid. 
Age has found out the weak places, and repairs have been in consequence more frequent than + 
heretofore. It is very satisfactory to notice that the repairs have been successful, and that the 
insulation of the cables in March 1830 compared favorably with that in the corresponding 
month of the previous year. ; j 


19. In all 21 faults developed a sa during the Ne mopths. Two were eaused 
ae eterioration of the India-rubber core at hi 
Description of tho various faults, water mark; three to the gutta-percha at simila | 
_ localities ; one was caused by ¢eredo navalisin Kurrachee Harbour; for by white-ants bik 
the neighbourhood of Manora; ten by corrosion and the cable not resting irly on the sea 
bottom, and one is attributed to accidental injury from an anchor, e 
20. The India-rubber cable between Bushire and Jask was Jaid in 1869, and with 
ae , exceptions of the two faults in the sh Y 
Satisfactory condition of India-rubber -eable, mentioned above, it gave no trouble whatever — 


_ during the year 1879-80, “The shore-ends having been renewed, the insulation te BY 
"91880 were twice as high as those of March 1879" $ von — 
21. After every repairing expedition the damaged or decayed portions of the cable 
ining Soe Didcaes eee are brought back to Manora, The core, that is 
; re 3 say, the copper conducting wire with its in: 
ing covering of gutta-percha or India-rubber, shows no sign of deterioration, and wh 
freshly covered with hemp, iron guard wires, and pre tape, is almost the same 
Sometimes only fresh ta yz and during the past 12 months — 
were.so covered and fons me %, . a The new i 
iron guard wires was sent out in the Patrick Stewart, and during current 
be in a position to complete re-make, excepting of course the beds asider: 
Pee eeaeall » however, be necessary to supply from England the wire an¢ 
_ and T have ted Mr. Ffinch to consider with care how much each 
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— tendgpaesigis i sree , 1879-80. 
cting the repairs, which have been unusually numerous during the pas the 
have been absent from head-quarters 116 days, and save iconated oat oaee : 


sf The renult of these repairs is on the whole very satisfacto fi i 
t will be seen that the insulation of the cables during the onthe at st ibe ea 
worably with the insulation shown during the corresponding mouth last year. 


Repairs, 


: 3. The particulars of the various faults which have occurred on the sea cables are 
given in Statement F. ‘en important repairs were successfully carried out and four faults 
removed from the shore-ends just below high water mark (the repairs of the eleventh deep 
sea “sot ae not been commenced at the close of the official year, but were completed early 
in April). 

4. The largest amount of cable disturbed during « deep sea repair was 3°6 miles, but of 
this, 1°6 mile was intentionally picked up in order to arrive at # certain splice, ‘The smallest 
pated disturbed’ during a sea repair was *34 miles, and the average quantity per repair 
or the whole year during ten deep sea repairs was 1:79 knots only. This ayerage would 
have been considerably reduced but for vhe corroded state of the guards which rendered 
it almost impossible to lift the cable in certain localities. 

5. The particulars of the six faults removed from the harbour cables during the year 
are given in the usual form in Appendix G, : 





InreRrRvrtions. 


6. Seven faults have occurred on the Bushire-Henjam Section which has been inter- 
rapted for upwards of 59 days, while the Jask-Henjam cable has been interrupted for 214 
aa in consequence of four deep sea repairs, a fifth fault in the latter section being on shore 
did not interfere with the communication. 

7. The India-rubbe: cable between Bushire and Jask and the Manora-Gwadar Sections 
of cable were interrupted for an hour during the renewal of ‘the ends at Bushire, Jask and 
Gwadar, but as the work was carried out at a time when no inconvenience would arise to 
id traffic, communications may be said to have been perfect on the main circuit throughout 

e year. 
8. The minor circuit of which the Bushire-Henjam and Henjam-Jask cables from 
+ _ the submarine portion has, in consequence of the frequent re irs necessary, been interrupted 
for 71 days, but as one circuit has been at all times available for work, there has been no 


stoppage of traffic. 


Favrts. 
9. The total number of faults which occurred during the year on all sections of the 
cable was 21; of these— 
2 were caused by deterioration of the India-rubber core at high-water mark ; 
8 were due to the perishing of the gutta-percha between high and low-water mark ; 
1 caused by teredo in the Kurrachee Harbour ; 
4 by whiteants in deep sand at Manora ; 
1 probably due to a Buglas anchor in the Gulf; 
: 10 caused by corrosion, and cable not resting fairly on the bottom. 
Of these last faults, in two cases the insulation remained perfect, the copper conductor having 
parted inside the gutta-percha without having injured the latter. 


Retrospective. 

10. As the number of faults which have occurred in the deep sea portion of the cable 
during the past 12 months has been P Speer than in any previous year, I have submitted 
an aitions) statement (Appendix K) for the purpose of showing the exact amount of our 
iginal cable which has remained undisturbed since the line was first laid in 1864, a 
11. In 1869-70, Lieu tenant Stiffe diverted 58:98 knots of cable in the Gwadar-Manora ° ; 
Section from its original route in order to obtain better bottom, and the result has been that =~ 
no repairs have been necessary in this portion of the line during the last teen years. ‘scot nto 
aes Ie. The removal of the office from the Town of Bushire to the open country outside in’ 
1978 necessitated diversions to the extent of 36°30 miles ; none of this cable has since been 


18. In 1869, Mussendom was abandoned, and stations opened instead on the opposite = 
at Henjam and Jask ; this necessitated diversions to the extent of 148:09 miles, of which sist 
miles still remain undisturbed, while 68°85 miles have been again relaid during a i ae 

_ 44, The retrospective glance at the history of the cable given in Appendix K shows = 
that the entire length of the submarine line on the 31st March 1880 was 1,698'15 knots ; of this 
able, 1,465°93 knots, or 86 per cent., have never been disturbed for repairs. ee : : 
total number of i portant repairs since the laying of the line (exclusive of those = 
Kurrachee Harbour cables, and petty of cables at various poipts on ei 
2. - we ’ he “el 











. 





Te 6, Of Gi, foting, all near in Aa gute i’ 


eases of faults arising from accident are now ively rare, but interruptions i 
* aipence at siccmraaeee the guards have brealing sven! oe ith the: } 
of the call . i pa Rates ty 
17. During these «48 deep seer. am , it has been necessary to relay 283-22 knots of 
cablo, or about 14 per cent. of the total length of the line; the average amount, therefore, of 

cable disturbed for repair has been about 5 miles. i 

18. OF late Sa eea Gas acetal et a 1 

cable which was diverted when Mussendom was abandoned and Henjam established in 1868; 

148-09 knots were laid on this occasion, and of that quantity, 68°85 miles, or 46 per cent., has 

been subsequently relaid for repairs. + LAS Hine 

19. Bearing in mind the fact that the original cable. has for the greater part been 
submerged since 1864, while the diverted cable near Mussendom. and Henjam was mostly 
put down four or five years subsequently, the percentage of renewals 6) cable in the 
vicinity of Henjam seems unusually high. " itd ba = 
20, The frequency of the repairs at this part of the line has principally been due 
-to the unfavorable nature of the ground, generally a dark mud in which the wire 
corrode very fast when the cable is resting fairly on the bottom ; the corrosion of the guards 
is not sufficient to cause an interruption, but if the ground is at all uneven and the cable is 
not sufficiently slack to accommodate itself to the inequalities of the bottom, the loss of the 
protection afforded by the sheathing must sooner or eset ba followed by an interruption. 

21. Of the 233:22 miles lifted for repairs since the first submersion of the cable, the 
greater portion has been re-used for subsequent repairing work ; it has occasionally been found 
that the cable picked up during repair was, exceptrin the immediate vicinity of the fault, 
in better condition than that put down to replace it, but during the last few years the con- 
ditions have greatly altered in this respect, and the submerged cable can no longer be 
handled without seriously injuring it in consequence of the'iron sheathing being too decayed 
to bear coiling in the tanks, 

History or THE CARTES DURING 1879-80. 


Fao.Bushire Section, length 152°61 knots. 

22. This section has given no trouble whatever during the year, and, as far as can be 
judged, may be said to be in perfect order throughout; this is without doubt thé soundest 
portion of the Persian Gulf line, as, where protected by a slight covering of mud, the iron : 
guards are found but slightly deteriorated. It 1s worthy of mention and encouraging to the 
advocates of underground telegraphs that, although in the vicinity of Fao before reaching the 
sea the cable passes for upwards of 3 miles through the creeks, date gardens and open 
maidan, where it is occasionally exposed by exceptionally high tides, it has never received the 
slightest injury at this part since first put down in 1864, 

Bushire-Henjam, 861:76 knots, 

23, Seven sea faults have occurred during the year, and the section has been 
interrupted for 69 days ; the last interruption was reported on the 25th March, and the repairs 
therefore could not be concluded before the 81st March. In the majority of the cases the 
damage has been caused by the cable not resting fairly on the ground, the inequalities of the 
bottom being too abrupt, or the cable laid too tight, to accommodate itself to the undula+ 
tions; this can be easily seen when the eable comes in over the bows during repairs, and the 

i ce in the condition of the cable is most marked. 
24. I may state that the depressions would hardly be noticeable when using an ordinary 




















hand lead, taking one bad patch as a gample of a good ‘deal of the ground on which repairs 
have been - I noted as the cabje passed in over the bows that for— 
gl tierce 
it n suspended ; 
6 a rested on mud ; ‘ 
reas : 18 ,, suspended ; 
cee aes ores 
32° suspended ; . 
25 5, mud; 
30 suspended ; 
37, md; 
24 on onded ; 







This was at a depth of $i fathonte oar 

‘is was ata : wh e soundings 

suspended the cable was encrusted with oysters and ee ' 
i understand that the weight is 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 


IRRIGATION BRANCH. 





IRRIGATION OPERATIONS IN BENGAL FOR 1880-81. 


Areas leased for Irrigation up to end of December 1880. 
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HOME, REVENUE, AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT 


K—_—— 


REPORTS ON THE STATE OF THE SEASON AND PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS 
FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 165th FEBRUARY 1881. 





(Gunerat Rewanxs.—There was rain during the week in Assam; and some slight showers — 
in a few districts of Bengal and the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. In many places in 
Northern India rain is now much wanted; and in parts of Bengal a fall would be beneficial. 
The unirrigated crops in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh are suffering seriously. 
There are complaints from most districts of the Punjab of the continuance of dry weather, but 
the reports in that Province are said to be still favourable on the whole. Although the yield 
of the spring harvest seems likely to be lessened in some places by the failure of the cold- 
weather rains, general prospects in most Provinces and States are satisfactory. : 
Rainfall for 

week State of agricultural prospects. 
preceding. 


6g Wo 


Madras—(Feb. 16th) 
Bellary 


Pyle and 








Standing crops generally good ; harvest of paddy and dry crops, yield 
average; paddy being sown for the new season ; fever in parts. 































Kurnool Crops generally thriving; harvest of white cholum, yield above 
areae fever prevalent; cattle disease in parts ; pasture and water 
sufficient. 

Ganjam wth eee — dry crop of green gram doing well; harvest of red gram, 
yield poor. m 

Kistna ate Standing crops erally fair; harvest of dry progressing 
Ser dodlining 1a Kista water below anicut. oom fi 

Chingleput (Madras)... Crops generally fair; harvest of paddy and dry crops, yield below 
average; fever, small-por and cattle disease in parts. 

Coimbatore oe Crops generally goods harvest of paddy and dry crops, outturn 
about av ¢; fever in parts. 

Tanjore Crops generally good; harvest of paddy and dry crops, outturn , 
average. ° 

Madura ese eee Harvest of paddy, yield mar 

Malabar oes oes Harvest of second crop of paddy nearly over ; small-pox and cattle 
disease in parts. 

‘Travancore oer Harvest of paddy over; fever is prevalent. 


General Remarks,—No rainfall anywhere during the week ; general 


prospects good. 
Bombay—( Feb. 16th) 
Kurrachee nee oni River at Kotri on 14th 1 foot 9 inches, against 1 foot 5 inches 
‘on same date last year; small-pox and measles in 2 talukas ; wheat, 


red rice and bajri in Mirpur Batoro 9}, 22 and 20 seers; in 
Shahbandar 8, 19 and 19; in ‘Manjhand 9}, 16 and 17, and in 
Ghorabari 8, 18 and 19; total rain from January to December 1880 
in Keti Bandar 870, in Mirpur Batoro 6°78, in Belo 4°05, in 
Mugalbhin 3°99, and in Shahbandar 4°66, 


Hyderabad Rabi crops in good condition ; small-pox in 6 and fever in 6 talukas ; 
cattle disease in Hala; weather warm during the day ; wheat 11, 
bajri 18°60, jowari 18°45, red rite 13}, and white rico 8} seers 

rupee, “ 

Ahmedabad Hots a excellent; public ‘health good; wheat 37 and bajri 

Baroda Rabi crops in eondition and neatly ripe; cotton-pick i 

: ing ; tli gore j cattle disease prim to 
i prevail in 2 talukas of ivision; bajri 48 and common 
Su aoa pecommenced in ‘places; stand healthy; fover 
rat abi harvest comm in 3 in * 
Ah in Bardoli and Jalalpur; jowari 60 and beste 
asi! bet 


Reaping of rabi crops progressing thro’ district ; fever in 
‘alias; bajri 38}, wheat 31}, jowari BOF Ibe. ee , 
Abnormal temperature 6° warm on 9th, 2° warm from 10th to 12th, 
fell to nil on 14th, and rose again to 2°. warm.on 15th, vapour in 
air in excess of normal, except on 16th, and, 12th, when it was 
slightly in defect of normal ; abnormal wind ai till 13th, afterwards 
southerly ; weather cloudy on 14th and 16th. pyc 


Colaba (Bombay) ove 









Poona oes ese Average aa pgn oe 44, ger 68 lbs.; in Poona, bajri 41 and 
3 Teapy 1) . : | a ths 
Abmednagar re Boeri es tess berreeting eontinuest caus in Karjat ri, maxi- 
mum 66 Ibs. in Jam minimum 48 in Sangamner ; ivi, 
maximum 84 in Newasa, minimum 60 in Nagar. i : 
Sholapore eh 4 Harvesting continues ; —- 73:15, bajri 61°8 lbs. 3 
Dharwar es ae Wheat 97, jowari 91} Tbs. ; early «1 harvested 







3. wheat an 
talukas ; ioral me in iw iS age 


a Pia ee $e age 













- Bongal—(Feb. 16th) 


; ; ee (Alipore) 
Moorshedabad 
Rajsbabye ae 
Bardwan on 
too = 
Patna ove 
Durbhangs 
Hazaribagh 
Cuttack 


N. W. Provinces and 


Cuan (Feb, 16th ) 


ne a 


Pant 


© Gorakhpur (| » ) 
eee (» ») 


Agra ee | 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nit 
vil 


_ Nil 
Nil 


Nil 
19 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Rice plants thriving on coast ; sowing of second crop continues 
hut; aattla looses subsiding y for ane above Ghat ; common —E 
Karwar 15, in district average 15} seers. 

General health good ; few cases of measles ; iver ea x 


ae warm during midday eh at night; rain wiatedl for 
-_ crops ; cattle disease and small-pox still reported ; general 
ith good. 

Harvesting of mustard commenced; kalai and other winter crops 
rapped ; lands Jeg J ploughed for rice, sessamum, cheona and 
‘aon; gathering of going on, yield expected wo be aver- 

age; _publio health 
Late rice erm ofr a very ni alot ng fT a aioe cold-weather 
ew cases leva reported from thanas 


ri _ chant in Sse Sivieon ‘ 
it rain wanted in some quarters; fever in a 
gone form still rey from some of the sudder thanas, 
Weather warmer and cloudy; rain much wanted for winter crops; 
spring rice and ena still being sown; 40 deaths from fever 
reported from Wi outpost. 


Prospects of crops favourable. 
Prospects of winter crops fore! pro health good. 
Pros favourable; m being oe many cases of fover 
some amall-pox. 
Rice harvesting over ; prospects of winter crops a goods mustard being 
out; other crops ripening ; 3 public health good. 
Winter crops continue promising; mango blooming 3 wheat and 
barley all im pods and ears ; at rg Sie general health good, 
Weather seasonable ; prospects — ; mustard, &e., being 
pie: food-yrains cheap ; public health good, 
eather seasonable; harvesting of winter crops completed; small- 
“pox prevalent ; cholera cases repo: 
General Remarks —A slight davwer 4 is reported from a few districts 
during the week; rain is wanted for winter crops in several plices ; 
prospects, ‘however, on the whole, continue generally promising, 
except in Chumparun ; sugarcane and mustard are being harvested, 
mally with proxpect of good ontturn; in Mymensingh mustard 
fs been rather a failure in many places, owing to sultry weather 
in December; spring crops are being pine a fae gon fo for 
auton crops has commenced in places ; public 
generally fair, 













flourishing; slight injury to peas and arkar b 
trot health of men and catue a f grain plentiful; rates cae 
moderate, 


Weather cloudy and warm ; unirrigated crops dried up; peas coming 
to market; » 0 nearly all cut ; measles prevalent ; aoe 
disappeared ; fod idler nensoe ; prices as follows — wheat iy 

on da gram Si foe coarse cleaned rice 15}, unhusked rice 24, bajra 


Weather poe and sees rabi prospects fair; peas being harvest- 
ed; health fair; prices low; wheat 24, barley 64, gram 34, un- 
husked rice 45. seers. 

Crops thriving, but ct weciher cloudy ; supplies sufficient ; wheat'at 21, 

gram 27, bayra ‘ra 24; health generally good ; cattle disease as before ; 

no relief fs vr} 


Weather ~ with og eer clouds ; ineigetal re i well ; 
improving; cat! isease still reported 
irom Sg erin wheat 19, gram 21}, barley 24, bayra 23, 


CD Rais te sort ; ; crops fair; markets steady; wheat 194, 
ou 


2, common rice 163, «ram 20 seors per rupee. 
or early 80, health and j cheapest 
ay 28, bajra 28, jar 25, arhar 26 seer, 
continues; typhus reported from 


in oder ern ? 
fodder scare ; catia Aldea 
Mohunlalganj; health | 


cloud, shee 
ay geting ee 

; rain much needed, even insgated 
a7 whe, bey 99s ; 





"oN. W. Provinces and) 


Fembad  ( »  » -)| A few drops Prices | w 
meee ripening. 


Aligarh (ov ) 


Comepors (nw J] oe 


Farukhabad ( » » ) 


Moradabad ( » » 
Saharanpur ( + 


Punjab— (Fob 15th) 
Delhi oo 
Hissar oe 
Umballa 
Julluudur 

ore 


Ferozepore 
Sidlkot 
Rawalpindi 
Peshawar 


Mooltan 
Dera Ismail Khan 















tral Provinces— 
Contral (eb. 16th) 
Nigpur : one 
Jubbulpore 
Saugor 


Seoni 
Hoshangabad 


Raipur ( Feb. 12th) 
Sambalpur (10th) 


fae ta (Feb. 108h)| Nit 










ira 22, 
rise. unchanged 







ns fo cm sor at 
$ at ot, 
Springer efi promi But require rain in virial 
sugarcane 3 ow is progressing ; potato crop 
Bh, bara Qo, juar 2Bzly, grain Marky, makkea 


seers. : 
nein ; rabi good, but rain required in the bhur tracts. | 
Prospects still good ; rain much wanted ; wheat 17, gram 183, ea 5'y 
. 264, rice 103, juar 29}, bajra 23, urd 24, makai 23}, bejhar 
seers, : 


.—Weather cloudy and warm ; sli At rain fell in 
, Bareilly and Kumaun; more rain is w tly wanted 5 
unirrigated radi in Lucknow, Rac Bareli and Allahabad has dried 
up, elsewhere it is poor; 8 pplies continne plentiful and, except @ 
slight rise in Rae Bareli, are stationary ; relief operations not 
yet. required; the scarcity of fodder is increasing and cattle are 
suffering, but as-yet the mortality has been slight; with the excep- 
tion of measles in Allshahad, small-pox in Cawnpore and typhus in 
Kumaun, the general health is good ; cholera has disappeared ; 


cattle disease is reported from Lucknow and continues in Agra, 
Kumaun and Jhansi. * 
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Prospects favourable ; prices steady; rain wanted; health , 

Rain wanted; prices stationary ; health generally good. ites 

Rain wanted ; crops amy #1 health fair. 

Rain wanted ; prices rising; health good. i 

Rain wanted on unirrigated tracts ; prices steady ; health good. 

Crops good ; prices steady. 

Rain wanted on unirrigated tracts ; prices rising ; health good. 

Rain much wanted ; crops poor ; prices steady ; health good, 

Crops on irrigated lands fair, but withered on unirrigated lands for 
want of rain; prices steady. 

Crops and health good; pricés steady. , 

Crops thriving ; health good. 

General Remarks,—Kain is now much wanted, but reports on the 
whole are still favourable. 


x 


Clondy and hot; rabi being cut, good outturn anticipated ; health 

: a stationary. ‘ 

Cloudy but cool; prospects of radi excellent; wheat 23-1 and rice 
16-5 seors ; health good. . 4 ach i 
Cloudy at times ; radi prospects unchanged ; wheat 25 and jowar 45 


seers. 
Cloudy ; slight rust attacked wheat at Lakhnadown. me 
Cloudy; crops doing well; excellent outturn expected ; rice Wand 
‘ety ont cotton-picking finished 1s caips abet 
londy warm 5 5 ng finished; rabi i . 
Hz good; rice #9 and wheat $6 seers. mgr 
Cloudy aud warm; few cases of cholera; rice 1 maund 5 seors per 
Bs crirg 


rupee. : 
General Remarks.—Clondy weather in most districts ; sof 
‘rabi crop continue excellent; public health good ; prices arene 






rai? tS. 


; cattle disease Yery slight. ar 
‘A few cases of cholera and small-pox, otherwise public health 
Total rainfall -02 ; a few deaths from. stzall-pox in) 


5 hi ; 
public melih goed ection coer : 


‘Total rainfall “04 ; pa 
Pable health good; harvest oer, 
rainfall ‘15 ; public health good, . 












; health 
pete beaia Sepimete gathering ; district healthy. 


Crops in condition ; ing of dry crops continues ; prospects | 
fa fer roan er = i murrain among cattle; SY 
coffee-picking in ; crop bad ; prices fallen. Beal 


Reaping rabi crops commenced ; prospects good; wheat 20and jowart 

seers. : 

Rabi crops doing well. “| 

Reaping of rabi continues; tabi crops gyms except in one 
taluk whore they bave been damaged to some extent by worms ; m 
sickness iv some places; prices—wheat, 10}, bajri 26}, gram a 
19}, yellow jowari 26 and peas 30 seers per current sicea rupee. 


Central India States— 


Feb. 1€th, 4 4 
Indore : a Weather warmer; health and prospects good. : ESA 4 
Morar (Gwalior) ues Weather warmer; prospects unsatisfactory ; rates stationary ; health 
Sutn Aa Prospects good. 
Neneh an Crops favourable; public health good. 
Goona sas Crops good ; health very good, 
Bhopal ‘ bi Weather scasonable ; prospects favourable; health good. 
Agar x4 Weather fair; health and prospects good. 
Nowgong a5 Health fait; radi prospects good or fair in South and Middle, and 
very bad in N: orth Bundelkhand. 
Manpur aes Weather fair; fevers prevalent. 
tana— 
mile gy es ( Feb. 13th Tanks drying 5 wells fairly full; healthy ; crops excellent ; colder. 
arwar ( », Lith A month's water in tanks; wells almost full; health and prospects 
good ; clondy ; prices falling slowly. 

Harowteo ( ,, 12th Health and rey "F good. 
Jballawar ( », 10th Rather cloudy ; health and aegre good. 
Ajmere (, 1th) Rain much required ; still cloudy, but unirrigated crops withering. 
Jeypore (on » |) speed pores generally; small-pox disappearing ; health 

x3 otherwixe good. 
Ulwur ( » 15th) Sey Prospects good ; fever prevalent in one tahsil; otherwire health good. 

C. GRANT, 
Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of India, 
cs . 
. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
HOME, REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OT INDIA FOR THE YEAR 1879-80, 


No. 10, dated Fort William, the 24th February 1881. 


From—Tho Honourable C. Grant, C.S., Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of India, 
o—The Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India, 





I aw desired to acknowledge the receipt of your Report on 
the administration of the Meteorological Department of the Gov- 
ernment of India during the year 1879-80. The Report is dated the 
8th August last, but, owing to delay in printing, reached this Depart- 
ment only on the 18th December 1880. 

2, You will perceive from the annexed extract* from Part I. 
of the Report of the Famine Commission (paragraphs 34 to 41, both 
inclusive) that the Commission, whilst acknowledging the satisfac- 
tory character of the existing system of meteorological observation 
in India, consider it still capable of improvement and extension. 
They think it particularly important that timely and continuous 
information regarding the. character of each passing season should 
be supplied to the executive authorities, whose duty it would be to 
prepare for famine. Further, the wider diffusion of knowledge of 
the causes and nature of the periodical rains, not only amongst Gov- 
ernment officials, but amongst the public generally, is recommended ; 
and it is suggested that the investigations, already on foot, of the 
sw coincidences between the fluctuations of rainfall and the 
state of the sun’s surface, should be continued.* Broadly, it may be 
said to be the opinion of the Famine Commission that the Indian 
Meteorological Department should utilise, as far as may be possible 
in the present condition of science, all available means for warning 
the administration of the approach of drought, and therefore of the 
_ probability of famine. ; 

Youn. 





* 
* Not published. . 











ahi rf P / 7 
mat rains 0 te eonellie SusaRe ope th@Meteoro. 
the great value of the carried on by ; 
logical I Department and the duty of contin them are admitted ;— 
nor is there any intention of ing the ms which have been 
made to pce, and extend the course of investigation. Your — 
present Report, opportunely includes a useful and interesting sum- 
mary of the working of your Department during the past five years; 
and as any proposals which you may haye to make in furtherance 
of the objects now in view must be based on the existing system, 
Iam here to review generally the present administrative 
ments for the collection, discussion and publication of Indian meteoro- 
logical data. “th 


4.. Since the beginning of the year 1875 the area of observation has | 
been widened and otherwise anil . You point out, indeed, that the 
extreme geographical limits of the region from which facts are now 
available for comparison in your Department include 53 degrees of 
longitude and 83 d of latitude, embracing points so far apart » 
as Bushire, Gilgit, and Singapore, But the extra-Indian territories 
are necessarily represented by a very small number of stations ; and 
the true test of the efficiency of the system is the adequacy of the 
observing stations in India itself. In Rajputana, in the Rewa State, 
the Chota Nagpore Division, and the Orissa Tributary States, in the 
east of the Central Provinces, in the north and east of the Nizam’s 
Dominions, and in the States of Jaipur and Bastar, there were large 
tracts which, until quite recently, supplied no materials for your 
reports; but measures are at nt in progress to supplement these 
deficiencies as far as possible; and it may be said that the meteoro- 
logy of by far the greater part of the country can now be sufficiently 
observed, Thus, whilst in the early part of 1875 the observatories 
of all classes numbered 87, in the year 1879-80 there were altogether 
117 observatories at work, which were distributed as follows : 


Province. Number 


of Observatories, 

The Punjab Soe ate “ wo “AZ 
Rajputana and Central India States ses wea 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh uF ee 
Bengal aa sae ee 17 
Assam 8 
Central Provinces ll 
Berar 5 
Bombay 16 
Hyderabad ove con 
Mysore and Coorg 2 
3 me ue 13 

Burma np asa psi ‘ 9 
Bay Islands “ae po nce son! 8 
Foreign-European or extra-Indian stations ¥ aks 0 a 
Tora eos 117 


Of the total of 117 existing stations, 85 have been established since 
March 1875; and five of those then maintained having been closed, 
the net increase in numbers is thus 30, 

5. The administrative supervision of these observatories is con- 
ducted in part by yourself, with the help of the local medical or sanitary 
officers, and in by the Meteorological Reporters to the Local 
Governments. oy ear the North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh, and the Punjab, local Reporters, each haying otherduties — 
_ to perform, and remunerated by allowances of Rs. 300 per mensem 

in the case of the Province first named, and of Rs. 250 per mensem in 
the other cases. In Bombay and Western India the whole time of the 
Reporter is devoted to meteorological work, and he receives a salary of 
Rs. 500 rising to Rs. 750 per mensem. His charge includes the _ 


\ 








q 4 : » r : » 
Bombay Presidency, Berar (where: he is assisted by the Sanitary Com- 
missioner), ‘and (with the exception of two stations which are under 
the local Reporter for the North-Western Provinces) the observa- 
tories in the Central Dyess y pap peg The Bengal 
Reporter, int addition to the work of the Lower Provinces, supervises 
the stations of Assam and one station of British Burma. The obser- 
vers in the rest of Burma, in the Central Provinces, ard in the Bay 
Islands are under the local control of the Sanitary Commissioners and 
the Senior Medical Officer of the Andamans; but the reduction and 
discussion of the registers and the depdt work at these places 
rests with yourself. Your inspections extend to all Provinces ; and 
you have at different times visited sixty-one of the present 
—_ many of which have also been examined by the Reporters for 
mgal, the North-Western Provinces, and Western India. These 
officers have further inspected twenty-five of the remaining stations. 
wo stations have been lately abolished ; and there are thus twenty- 
nine stations still En unless. some among the number 
have been visited by the Meteorological Reporter for Mandinn, upon 
which point you have no information. 


6. Inaddition to these arrangements for the supervision of 
meteorological work and the collection of data on the continent of 
India, endeavours haye lately been made to obtain a more com- 
ane knowledge of the meteorology of the Indian seas. A new 
ranch has been added to the Office of the Bengal Reporter, who 
will take up the examination of the observations collected from 
the logs of vessels by the Board of Tyade ; and preparations have 
been made for the establishment of observatories at Aden, Zanzibar, 
and Amini Devi. An interesting paper by Mr. ¥. Chambers has led 
to a proposal to select some further insular stations, possibly at Socotra, 
Seychelles, and the Chagos Islands; and on this matter the orders of 
the Government of India have been separately communicated to 

ou. The local storm-warning system for the Bay of Bengal 
i recently been improved, ily reports being now received 
from fifteen stations on the coasts of the Bay and published, 
with a lithographed weather chart, every afternoon. system 
of a similar character has been sanctioned within the past year 
for the Bombay coast, and is to be worked under the superin- 
tendence of the Meteorological Reporter for Western India. In 
addition, you yourself furnish a daily weather report for all India 
compiled from telegrams from fifty stations—a number which is 
raised to eighty-four during the monsoon months. The Govern- 
ment of India concurs in your opinion that the daily weather charts 
thus supplied, on the system commenced in June 1878, when Mr. J. 
Bliot was officiating in your appointment, have proved of much 
service to the general adminis istration. They also supply, as you 
explain, an efficient check on the accuracy of the observations through- 
out the country. 


7. Prior to the re-organization of 1875 there was no Reporter 
- General for India, and the provincial Reporters published separate 
annual reports on the meteorology of their own particular Province. 
There was, therefore, no provision for the comprehensive treat- 
ment of the meteorological facts of the country generally ; and the 
observations, being gathered from comparatively limited fields, and 
being interpreted, in the absence of co-ordination, only with refer- 
ence to or conditions, lost much “hee reg Fermersve 
No change has ter importance t whi 
esaiemuaed the whole ovaeatae information in a single office, and 
has thus permitted the publication of an annual volume on the 
meteorology of all India. Four such volumes, those for the years 
1875 to 1878, both inclusive, have appeared. Over and above the 
systematic daily and annual reports of a departmental nature, your- 
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self and other officers 


literature of < Inde; 

a serial, the Indian Me logical Mex 
for the publication of special treatises ; ual 
written by yourself which has been administratively useful, and 
has been received with interest by the public. — 

8. Generally it may be said that, in selecting and extending 
observatories, ce providing a more effective mnttdiees for their 
supervision, in rendering the data from all of them susceptible 
of comparison alike with each other and with well known 
and in discussing and publishing results in a more comprehensive 
manner and in more accessible forms, a good deal has been done 


towards accomplishing the objects of the scheme of 1875. The . 


establishment of first class observatories at Lahore and Allahabad, 
for the conduct of special investigations and the training of observers, 
has, indeed, been delayed by circumstances which are sufficiently 
explained in your Report. But, on the whole, the Governor General 
in Council congratulates you on the pro: achieved; and I am 
to convey to youand to Messrs. J. Eliot and 8. A. Hill, whose cordial 
co-operation you ‘acknowledge, the thanks of the Government of 
India for the successful efforts hitherto made to improve the study 
and utilise the teaching of Indian meteorology. 


9. You are now requested to take the suggestions of the 
Famine Commission into detailed consideration, and to favour the 
Government of India with your opinion and proposals upon them. 
It seems to the Governor General in Council that there may still be 
room for giving a wider, and in some cases a more prompt, publicity 
to the reports of your Department. It is not fully understood how 
far the daily weather sheets for India generally are now issued in such 
a manner as to be immediately accessible to the large navigation 
companies and the public. Mr. Eliot, in his letter of 27th May 
1878, proposed to supply these reports to the various newspaper 
offices in Northern India, and this, with other proposals, was sanc- 
tioned, as a tentative arrangement, in Mr. ©. J. Lyall’s letter 
No, 57, dated 31st May 1878. Iam to inquire what is the present 
practice as regards the distribution of these sheets. Steps can, if 
necessary, be taken to ascertain whether other daily papers besides 
those to which the reports may already be supplied would desire to 
have the information; and you are at liberty to propose any further 
distribution that may appear to you to be desirable. Meanwhile, a 
complete copy of the returns for 1879 and 1889 will be sent to the 
Army Commission in England, which will-also be furnished with 
future issues of them. 


10. Your annual reports have hitherto appeared a year and 
some months—in one instance a year and eight months—after the 
periods to which they severally relate. You are of opinion that 


greater expedition is quite practicable, and you attribute the delay - 


to arrears in the receipt of the Madras reports, and to want of despate 

in printing. The failure to submit the Madras registers in good time 
has been the subject of frequent complaint and correspondence, 
A ont of your present Report and of this letter will be forwarded to 
the Government of Madras, whose attention will be invited to the 
remarks made by you on pages 12, 17, 35 and 89. There can be no 
serious difficulty in securing greater rapidity in the press, and I am 
to invite you to consider this point, and to report apeeilly upon it, 

of th 


You should communicate with the Superintendent e Government 


Press, and if it appears that he is for any sufficient’ reason unable to — 
meet your requirements, arrangements might, perhaps, be made for — 


printing your reports elsewhere. 


11. In the organization of the supervising meteorological staff — ‘A 


you are of opinion that (some improvement is possible. “You 









out that, exception of he Meteorological Reporter. for 


Woe fi, ppointed by the Government of India, the 


are officially independent of your Office, and receive 


- Joeal 
their intments from the Local Governments. Where the gentle- 


men are trained physicists, you attach no importance to 
the mode of their selection; but you say that officers possessing such 
advantages are not always to be met with, and that, without special 
training, few can give much real assistance, and none can usefully 
take part in the scientific discussion of results. You therefore 


‘think that, in the selection and appointment of local Meteorological 


Reporters, the Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India, 

who has to deal with the whole work of the Department, should be 

consulted; and, where no officer with the necessary technical 

ualifications is locally available, you would propose some departure 

the 2 pe system, either by temporarily allotting the stations 

to trained officers on the existing staff, or by making some more 
permanent arrangement. 

12. On this question I am to observe that, though a central 
departmental authority is indispensable in order to secure uniformity 
of method and returns, and though the collection of data in a 
central office is equally necessary for their thorough and systematic 
discussion, the Government of India does not desire in any way 
to weaken the interest taken by Local Governments and Admi- 
nistrations in the prosecution of meteorological inquiries. Such 
investigations have an immediate practical bearing on the agricul- 
ture of the country, and they may eventually lead to a better 
knowledge of the causes of drought and famine. They have a 
local as well as an imperial. importance; and their soundness, to a 
great extent, depends on local and personal supervision of detailed 
work. At the present time, when several administrative changes 
advocated by the Famine Commission are under consideration, it 
would be inopportune, even admitting the need for alteration, to 
revise the constitution of the supervising meteorological staff. I 
am, however, to say that, should the arrangements anywhere appear 
insufficient, there would be no objection to your bringing the facts to- 
notice, and suggesting means of applying a remedy. In such a 
case your opinion should be communicated to the Government of 
India, and would, if necessary, be forwarded for consideration to the 
Local Government concerned. 
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“GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, 
ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE GOVERNOR 
GENERAL OF INDIA, ASSEMBLED FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING 
LAWS AND REGULATIONS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 
THE ACT OF PARLIAMENT 24 AND 26 VIC., CAP. 67. 


The Council met at Government House on Friday, the 18th February, 1881. 


PRESENT: ye 
His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General of India, “K.G., * : 
G.M.S,1., G.M.1LE., presiding. ” 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 6.c:B., G:C.S.1., C.1.E. 
‘The Hon’ble Whitley Stokes, €.8.1., C.1.B. 
The Hon’ble Rivers Thompson, ©.8.T. 
The Hon'ble J. Gibbs, ¢.s.1. 
Lieutenant-General the Hon’ble Sir D. M. Stewart, 6.c.B. 
Major the Hon’ble E. Baring, R.a., C.8.1. 
The Hon’ble C. Grant. , 
he Hon’ble G..C. Paul, 0.1.8. j 
The Hon’ble H, J. Reynolds. 
The Hon’ble G. F. Mewburn. 
The Hon’ble B. W. Colvin. . 
The Hon’ble Mahdrajé Jotindra Mohan Tagore, 0.8.1. 


ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL'S ACT, 1874, AMENDMENT BILL. 
‘The Hon’ble Mr. Sroxes presented the Report of the Select Committee 


on the Bill to exempt Parsis from certain provisions of the Administrator Gen- 
eral’s Act, 1874. } 


RECORDING EVIDENCE (HIGH COURT) BILL. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Sroxs, in the absence of the Hon'ble Mr. Kennedy, intro- 


duced the Bill to provide for recording evidence taken by the High Courts * 
in the exercise of their original civil jurisdiction, and moved that it be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Messrs. Gibbs, Kennedy 
and.Paul and the Mover. He said that he had been requested by his hon’ble and 
Jearned friend Mr. Kennedy to introduce the Bill. He (Mr. Sroxss) felt. two 
regrets in doing so—one, that Mr. Kennedy was unavoidably absent, and that the 
Council was thus deprived of the further explanation of the provisions of the 
Bill which Mr. Kennedy would doubtless have given : the other was that the Bill 
liad apparently been necessitated by the abstention of the High Court at Fort 
William from exercising the power to make rules as to taking evidence which 
the legislature had conferred upon the Court by section 638 of the new Code 
of Civil Procedure, and which was, of course, intended to be exercised. Mr 
Sroxes said “apparently”, for he presumed that the, learned Chief Justice 
had been moved to make the rules, and had intentionally omitted to make 
them. 


Mr. Stokes had nothing to add to the explanation given by Mr. Kennedy 


on moving for leave to bring in the Bill. But he thought the Bill required two 
slight amendments—one to shew clearly that it applied only to High Courts for 
the time being established under the 24th & 25th of Victoria, chapter 104, 
and not to every “High Court” as defined by the General Clauses Act, I of 
1868 ; the other providing that the proposed Act should be only a temporary 
measure, ceasing to operate in any Court as soon as a rule was made by that 
Court under section 633 of the Code. 


In conclusion, Mr. Sroxes was sure that he might say, on behalf of his 


hon’ble friend, that there was no intention to hurry the Bill through the Council, 
and that any remarks which the High Courts concerned might see fit to make 
would be received with deference and considered with care. 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Hon’ble Mn. Stokes also moved, that the Bill be published in the 


Fort St. George Gazette, the Bombay Government Gazette, the Caleutta Ga- Bas 
zelte and the Government Gazette, North-Western Provinces and Oudh, in 







English and in such other languages as the Local Governments might think fit. — 
The Motion was put and agreed to. _ Pact yas 
: NS 
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ey MADRAS CORONER’S JURISDICTION BILL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Stoxxs presented the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bili to empower the Government of Madras to alter the local limits of 
the Coroner's Jurisdiction, and for other purposes, 


EXEMPTION FROM MUNICIPAL TAXATION BILL. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Corvin presented the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to exempt certain persons and property from Municipal taxation. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING BILL. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Stokes moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Jaw relating to Merchant Shipping. He said that the object of the Bill was to 
consolidate the Indian Merchant Shipping ‘Act, IV of 1875, and the sections of 
Act XII of 1878 by which it had been amended, and to introduce in it the 
provisions constituting chapters VIL and VIII of the Indian Merchant Ship- 
ping Bill of 1879, which, with the omission of those chapters, was subsequently 

as Act VII of 1880. 

The objects of the provisions which were omitted from Act VIT of 1880 
were, first, in compliance with the desire of the Secretary of State, and with the 
view of protecting lascars and other oriental seamen when serving on board a 
‘European ‘ship, to authorize the appointment of an_ officer called a ‘ Port- 
inspector,” to be entrusted with the duty, among others, of enquirin into 
any complaints which might be made on the arrival of a ship in port, by any 
of the crew against the master or any others of the crew. 


Secondly, to give power to hold Marine Courts of Enquiry in certain cases of 


casualties to ships, which were at present. unprovided for, such as, for 
instance, where no material damage was sustained by the ship; where the acci- 
dent did not happen on or near the coasts of India but the witnesses were in 
‘India; and where a ship was supposed ‘to have been lost, and evidence regarding 
the circumstances er which she proceeded to sea, or was last heard of, was 


pd 
ey 


obtainable in India. It would be made clear that an investigation might be - 


held at any port in a Province of British India where the ship and witnesses 
arrived, without reference to the place of occurrence of the accident to be 
enguired into. 

Thirdly, to enable the Local Government to fix a minimum scale of provi- 
sions to be supplied to lasears and other oriental seamen. 

In addition to these, a further amendment of the law had since been sug- 
gested and would be introduced into. the Bill. This was the modification 
of section 26 of Act IV of 1875, so as to provide that, when the ser- 
vice of any lascar was to end at any port not in India, the agreement 
between him and the master should invariably stipulate for his return to 
India, and not for his employment on board some vessel bound to such 
other port as might be pie on, possibly not in India. It was clear that, 
with the extended employment of Native seamen in the Eastern trade and the. 
increasing number of Asiatic sailors found in a destitute condition at European 
ports, Government sheuld, on economical grounds, if for no other reason, devise 
steps to secure the return of Indian seamen to this country at the expense of 
the persons who took them a : 

‘Lastly, the procedure to followed by Courts of Enquiry in connection 
With the suspension and cancellation of the Board of Trade certificates held by 
officers of the Mercantile Marine, and with the suspension, cancellation and re- 
. issue of local certificates granted in India, under Act T of 1859, was Jaid down in 
Act IV of 1875; but the procedure in those matters, where the certificates 
were issued under the English Merchant Shipping (Colonial) Act of 1569, was 

not indicated. The Board of Trade had suggested that provision should be made in 
the Indian Act extending the procedure described in it to Colonial certificates, 
and the Bill would give effect to this suggestion. 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Council adjourned to Friday, thé 25th February, 1881. 
: D. FITZPATRICK, 
Sedretary to the Government of India, - 
i Shs Legislative Department, 
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HOME, REVENUE, AND AGRICULTURAL pepannainyn re 


facet 


REPORTS ON THE STATE oF THE sHASON AND PROSPECTS. oF THE cRoPs os 
FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 22nd FEBRUARY 1881. f 








Gryenat Remarxs.—General, though for the most sa moderate, rain fell during the 
week in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh and the Punjab, and has done good, especially 
in the latter Province. Slight showers are also reported from some districts of the ve 4 
Provinces and a few states in Central India. Elsewhere there was little or no rain. 
needed iy many districts in Bengal, where, however, the prospects of the crops are, sinibet 
without exception, promising. In parts of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, as 
mentioned in previous reports, the unirmgated spring crops have suffered severely. But the 
prospects of the spring harvest are now good or fair in alrnost all parts of the county, and 
in Northern India have been somewhat improved by the recent rain. 

















a od 
: : Rainfall for " 
Presidenc <—ee and week State of agricultural prospects. 
preceding, 
mea oe Standi u harvest of paddy and sine 
ary o- oo ing ¢rops general arvest 0 ly and dr: 
yield average; paddy © tel for the new season; fever in 
Kurnool ate aia standing en generally thriving ; harvest of cholum, yield average ; 
fever pre t; cattle disease in parts; pasture and water suffi. 
cient. 

Ganjam Me a a dry crops doing well; harvest of horse-gram, outturn 
Kistna ase Nest aae Blanding crops generally good; harvest of dry crops, yield below 
average ; fever declining. 

Chingleput (Madras)... ity Standing crops generally good; harvest of paddy and dry crops, 

yield below average ; fever and ‘cattle disease in parts, 
Coimbatore Soe ae Crops generally good ; harvest of paddy and dry crops, yield about 
— average; fever in parts. 
Tanjore wet Dl Goreng Crops good ; harvest of paddy and dry crops, outturn average. ay 
of two 
stations). 
Madura oo Pre Harvest of paddy, yield average. 
Malabar ws es Harvest of second crop of paddy is over; small-pox in parts. 
Travancore eos as Harvest of paddy is over. 
General Remarks.—No rainfall, exceptin Tanjore; general prospects 
good. 
Bombay—( Feb. 23rd) 4 
Kurrachee « | 18 at Kurra- a at Kotri on 20th 14 fect, against 1 foot 5 inches on same ‘data 
| chee on 2uth, ear; 4 cases of small-pox in Kurrachee imported from Sibi; 


mit he in Sehwan town; wheat, red rice and dajri in Kohistan 
11, 15 and 16, in Manjhand 9}, 16 and 17, in Johi 10, 15 and 15, 
in Bebwan 12, 16 and 16 seers per rupee respectively. 
Hyderabad Sat ans Rabi crops in good condition ; fever in 3 aud small- Sek in 2 talukas ; 

| weather warm during the day; wheat 11 seers, bajri 18-60, jowart 
17-45, red rice 134 and white rice 8} seers per rupee. 














Ahmedabad yf a 7 excellent; public lealth goals hark 37 and bajri 
5 

Baroda ea he All rabs crops in good condition ; cotton-picking pr ublie 

’ health generally good; bajri 48 and common rice Fibs = ie 

Nasik ans pe Reaping of rabé crops progressing ; public health part po 
bajri 38}, wheat 64, jowari 60}. 

Colaba (Bombay) nae Ae Abnormal temperature 3° warm from 16th to 19th, then aeoiuilly 2 
fell to 1° warm on 22nd; vapour in air in excess of ; 

, normal. Can 

Poona ee wi Average prices—bajri 44, jowari 68 Ibs,; in Poona bajri 41, jowaré 
52 the. +; reaping of crops progressing. 

Abmednagar exe aa Rabi crops fair ; ague in Karjat; bajri maximum 66 Ibs. “in Jamkheds 
minimum 48 in rate eg 3 jowari maximum 90 lbs. in Tages... 
minimum 55 in pheogao 

Sholapore pa vat Rabi crops being rea) eum 72, bajri 61'8 tbs, - 2 

Dharwar r®, a Wheat 88}, jowari 92} Ibs. ; wheat and gram crops being harvested; 
indi a cotton Be hed exotic blighted in 6 talukas; fever in 8 

: wad ad ae 

anara = ye wings of second crop cor on 
Ghat; rice plants saile into ear in Karwar fe ove Ghat 
“ common rice in Karwar 15 seers, 
Rajkot wal in by carne cool ; oe ee measles ; haat being harps; Bari 
Jowari 
General 


Remarks.—Weather cloudy; slight ‘main “te ‘Bind 
Khandesh ; rabi harvest in progress ; orops good, we 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
HOME, REVENUE, AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. : 


REPORTS ON THE STATE OF THE SEASON AND PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS 
FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE Ist MARCH 1881. 


Genera Remanxs—Moderate rain has again fallen during the week in the North- 
Western Provinces and Ondh and in the Punjab. It has further improved the condition of 
the crops in these Provinces, and prospects are now reported to be very good in the Punjab. 
There were slight showers also in parts of Sindh and Guzerat, in two Districts of the Central 
Provinees and in most of the Central India and Rajputana States. The want of rain is felt 
in many districts in Bengal. On the whole, the public health and agricultural prospects 
remain good throughout the Empire. 








Brealdoty ot Province and Taine se 
istrict. preceding. 



















State of agricultural prospects. 


Standing crops generally good ; harvest of dry or average 

paddy and a ae being sown ; rls me el 4 
Standing generall: og of ne ope and ction, snd orl 
average ; ig prev: cattle disease in parts; f 


'p 
Standing crops doing well. 
Standin jae oesaliy. oye harvest of dry grains and pulses; 
fever ing ; small- 
a Fra cmon fair; a of paddy and ie outturn 


fever, small-pox and “sei disease in 
| Crops ge vie ay harvest of paddy and dry crops, po vala about 
average; fever “ratings 
ot 


peak harvest of paddy and dry crops, outturn 
Rerrack ot petty, j 
Ground vp Rey aliicpet pee 


Harvest is over; prevalent. 
General Remarks. — He afl nye dig been ccc vgenk 






























ft 





OAR ard 

commenced; weather clondy for some rie ae 
ay Cee ee cece joe 

* i i ition ; worl ing m com- 

a ah snenced ? eottow plants suffered little from clouds ‘enuret divisions. > 
ublic health good; bajri 48 and common rice 27 lbs. per rapee. _.” 

‘Surat Hai ‘uarvest progressing ; fever in 3 talukas; jowari 49 and naglé 
Nasik i , commenced ; public Kealth generally goods 


Reaping of rabi crops 
bajri 38}, wheat 34 and jowari 50}. 

Abnormal temperature rose from 1° warm on 23rd to 5° warm om 
26th, and then fell to 3° warm on Ist; vapour fn air in excess of 
oe oan wind southerly from 26th to 28th, and mil on 

er days. 

Average pacer 44 and jowari 60 Ibs.; in Poona, bajri 41 and 

jowari 52 Ibs. ; reaping of crops nearly connglitae 


Colaba (Bombay) ned 


Poona oon 



























Abmednagar ‘abi crops fair; harvesting finished in e in Karjat; 
bajri, aun 66 Ibs. te Jaakbed, minimum ie fs Kopergets 
jowari, maximum 90 in Shrigonda, minimum 66 in 4. 

Sholapore vas tabi harvest in progress; jowari 74-6 and bajri 60-23 I , 

ke jowari jw gram crops being 

Dharwar Wheat 40 and jowari lbs.; wheat and being harvest 
ed; late jowari and indigenous cotton good ; exotic cotton blighted 

= Bihie - A Prac ta ol nelle Riesees Sn: Sileden. . 

nara os crop in ear in Karwar; second crop sowing completed above 
Ghit; slight cattle disease and Suter pearl; common rice in 
Karwar 165, in district average 15} seers. 

Rajkot one Weather ay hot and oppressive; measles prevalent; bajri 38 

and jowari 47 lbs. 
A General Legg ol rain in parts of Sindh and Guzerat, and 
weather cloudy; rabi harvesting proceeds; crops good excepting , 
i exotic cotton in Dharwar. § - 
Bengal—( Mar. 2nd) 

Chittagong As Weather getting warmer; state of the spring bad for want of 
rain; l-pox all over the district; cattle disease not abated; 

meral health good. 

Dacca farvesting of mustard continues; prospect of other standing crops 
good; lands being ploughed for til, cheena and kaon; 
ap ne being harvested, yield expected to. be average; public 

24-Pergynnahs The late rice crop has yielded an outturn beyond the a every- 
where; the gathering of the cold-weather a neatly Millshed ¢ : 
land is being prepared'for the early rice crop; rain wanted ; a few 
cases of small-pox reported from the Canning town in Barripore 5 
Seatie' tees et: cholera reported from Barrackpore and 

Moorshedabad oe State od of crops continue to be good; public health 

Z y . 
Rajshabye Py eather seasonable; rain is much wanted; the rabi crops we: i 
¢ harvested ; ¢i/ and boro dhan are still being sown; some cases of- 
cholera have been reported. . 
a 
a a but rain wanted; ploughing for bhadoi sowing ~ 






commenced ; much 


fever and dysentery ; rivers low. 






| Aatley 60, gram 34, unhusked vise 48 mers 
» )| Slight main | Weather etiffdeedys feat ae ees blight; entting of 
: ’ gram and li commenced ; wheat nearly ripe ; wheat S8Fy, 
oes . | fram 2734, bayra 23 seers: cattle disease continues. 
_ Agra G80) 2 to 6 in Mo clouly — i imiasied 2 et = jayrrored, “unirrigated, 
‘ ree parga-| unsatisfactory; health im: ; » gram 20, barley 
nas ;_ slight Jajia Sl -wokiaS0 once : . - 


a 
site 
“ Weather cloudy ; harvest pros; improved; prices steady; wheal 
(average.) | 193, barley 353, bajra 28, eae ag 15}, geam 18} Arion 
ru 


Meertt (»  » ) 1 at Mowana |; Weather still clondy; health and ts good 
; v3 and prospects good; cheapest wheat 
2at _— “ 205, gram 23, bajra 23}, juar 26, barley 20, arkar 95 seers. ‘ 

na; ‘] al 
‘Meerut ; 1 
suigat ala Sky M 
Slight occasionally cloudy ; crops excellent; prices continue stationary 
Ean edith good cattle sense coalition : 

eather pope ow: wr ip mp crops good on ges + 
sarson and arhar }. Mango pros excellent ; 
fair; cattle disease still reported ; barley 28 amen 





























Kumaun ( » » ) 








Partabgarh ( ,, Ist) = 9 


Sitapur ( » 2nd) 
‘Rae Bareli ( ,, Ist ) 


Price of food-grain stationary; health of che people good; rabi 
A few dj Cro) ee — oaigh fever and small th the general 
ps drying up; slight fever small-pox, otherwise 
on the 2th. health if geod, ; wheat 22, barley 33 seers. 
Nil Weather unsettled, but no more rain ; 
but no rust or hail or other harm done; 
harvest begins ; overy promise of a magnificent mango crop 















prices 
3; wheat and gram 20, mothi 213, bajra and juar 
Slight rainin wat Sigh al obs aeaiy pris saint harv i 
ight rain ind high and sky cloudy; prices um ; est and 
Nn me pag barley begun. i 
is! 
“25 through-| A hail storm, half a mile broad, crossed the district from vorth-weat 
out the diss | to eaxt, doing damage in tahsils Khair, Koel and Seoundra ; weather 
trict, cloudy ; crops healthy ; health good ; wheat 20, barley 26, beyhar 
24, and gram 2] seers por rupee. : 
Light rain | Weather cloudy; rain fell too late to benefit unirrigated rabi ; 
prospects of irrigated crops less good; fodder scarce ; prices risen ; 
wheat 21, barley yaeire 27, juar 29 seers. . 
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Aligarh (ow » 





Cawnpore “(on » ) 










Farnkhabad (- » » )| Moreor less | Weather now fi romises well, but ‘unirrigated produce 
rain through- will be inferi cane tobacco planting commenced; wheat 
19h}, barley 25,5, bajra WZy'y, juar Sy, gram 2035, bijhra 258 
seers, ‘ 
Moradabad ( ») much improved rainfall ; more rain would be bene-_ 
* Creat ia mice — ‘ 


‘4 average... | Weather fine; wheat 17}, gram 184, barley 26, rico 11, juar 283, 
bajra 23, urd 21, aaah 21 seers, x *8t 
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_. Saharanpur ( , 






pressure of distress; prices have risen 
i elsewhere they are stationary ; slight fever and small. 
n Si fm cof lr Aland: mln di 
appearing, with these exceptions the general th is ; cattle 
disease continues in Thansi, Kumeon and Lucknow, 


has done some damage in Aligarh ; the rabi harvest has 4 
places and has leassent the 






Prospects of irrigated rahi good; unirrigated rabi has suffered ; 


ks.—Slight rain in several districts; weather cloudy; © 


4 


reaping delayed about a week, 
distress ing as 


“a 


which will pull us through the bad months ahead ; pri station. 











Cloudy and hot; rabi harvest nearly completed, outturn good ; eattle : 
disease prevalent in some parts ; prices station: ' 

















ary. 
Cloudy and warm; of rabi good; small-pox reported ; 
ae wheat 24-5 and rice 16-5 seers. 
‘Saugor Cloudy; hail fell in some places; ‘slight damage reported ; health 
a ; wheat 26 and jowar 44 seors. 
Beoni Cooler; some small loss from hails rabi reaping commenced. te 
- Hoshangabad Cloudy rabi being harvested, excellent outturn expected ; wheat 21, 


— ae 
rice 10, and jowar 36 seers. P 
Sambalpur ( Feb. 24th) | Warm; prospects good ; cholera 


Raipur ( » 26th) 


reported from some places; rice 42 


seers. 

Clear and seasonable ; rice threshing completed ; prospects won 

fair, but wheat is in some places being donealby insect ata ; 
and wheat 37 seers. 

General Remarks.—Clouly and warm nerally, with slight rain 

‘and hail in two districts; prospects o! rabi continue exvellent ; 

public health good ; cattle disease in a few districts; prices easy. 









= Feb. 26th) 
— Ke = spreading in town, otherwise public health good; no cattle 
isease rey P 
Rangoon ‘A few cases of small-pox, otherwise public health good. 
Bassein Total rainfall 02; small-pox spalisnast in town and in parts of district ; 





‘a few cases of cholera also reported ; weather seasonable. 
Prome Total rainfall “04; public health good. 
erst (Moulmein) i ood. 

ee | zy | motal rainfull “16, public health good. 

General Remarts.—Small-pox very prevalent in Akyab, also to some 
extent in Sandoway and most districts of Pegu; none rey 

from Tenasserim ; a few scattered cases of cholera; general 

otherwise’ good. 













a sy ge Gathering of mustard nearly finished; sowing of asw dhan in 
B ant 8 Hind wanted for tea and crops eee pe good. sk 
loughing for aman crop progressing ; P other ero| ; 
fees, small-pox and bg still prevalent in Habigan} sub- 
vision. 

Cachar ees Weather seasonable; cattle disease continues, much mortality in 
Katigora villages; reports not received from Sadr and Hailakandi ; 

Pon oar a 26) seers = rupee ; as good. 

; winter crops gat! 3 ahw sowin, commenced ; small- 

in North Lak . ‘ a 


Sylhet ove 


* Dibragarh a 


‘himpur. 


~ Mysore and vee JF 
(Mar. 2nd) ‘ . a 
Bangalore sak Standing crops in good condition ; prospects favourable; dry rs 
Mysore « a nearly harvested ; fever prevalent ; smoall-pox appeared in two locali 
“Mercara y ties ; cattle disease abating ; prices Atationary. 
Berar and Hyderabad 
(Mar. 2nd) 5 2. 
i sah Rabi harvest in progress ; outturn good ; wheat 20 and jowari 33) 
seers. * 
* skola ke Rabi generally promises well. : 
derabad % of rabi crops continues; tabi prosperi ; slight sickness 
a (Meat) in one taluk only 5 an) novarte vine 10, wheat 18, bajra 


gram 20, white j 21, yellow jowari 24, and tur 29 seers * 
per current sicca rupee, — eso 
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Central India ge i 
Weather warm ; health and some ' 
er from hail and cloudy oe on nee, dace 
Morar (Gwalior) 
Neemuch 
Goona 





- 93 | Health firs rain too late to do good. 
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Sen Pl and Kota; tun, wherever ie 
to all crops ; health good, 






the ted lands are fair; rd ot sag ae 
ness of unirrigated 
ica injury to crops; Sr ceeuall favourable 


eral ; hail in , also cattle disease; barley 25 
inal pty pve ; cloudy ; me oaaati le weather. “ 


“Ajmere (Mar. 2nd ) Bight rain 
2 ae cal i 
-Ulwar (Mar. Ist ) | "5 (average) 


a 


Fs rr eae 

Exgata.—tIn the remark column opposite Jhansi on page 235 of the Supplement to the Gazette of India 
of the ih February 1881, for “crops ripe for sickle; gram cut in places,” read “barley ripe in some 
places; gram ripening, and in some parts the cultivators have begun to cut it. 
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~ © LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
' ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL oF GOVERNOR 
GENERAL OF INDIA, ASSEMBLED FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING 


{. | LAWS AND REGULATIONS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 
| THEY ACT OF PARLIAMENT 24 AND 25 VIC., CAP. 67. 


The Council met at Government House on Friday, the 25th February, 1881. 
PRESENT: 


~ His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General of India, K.¢., G.w.s.1., 
G.M.LE., presiding. ; 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, K.C.8.1. 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, G.C.B., @.C.8.1., O.L.B. 
The Hon’ble itley Stokes, C.8.1. 
The Hon’ble Rivers Thompson, C.8.1. 
The Hon'ble J. Gibbs, 0.8.1. 
Lieutenant-General the Hon’ble Sir D. M. Stewart, @.c.B. 
Major the Hon'ble E. Baring, B.A., 0.8.1. 
The Hon’ble C. Grant. 
The Hon'ble G. C. Paul, c.1.2. 
The Hon’ble H. J. Reynolds. 
The Hon’ble G. F. Mewburn. 
The Hon’ble B. W. Colvin. 
The Hon’ble Mahdr4j4 Jotindra Mohan Tagore, 0.8.1. 


ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL'S ACT, 1874, AMENDMENT BILL, 

The Hou'ble Mr. Sroxes moved that the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to exempt* Parsis from certain provisions of the Administrator 
General’s Act, 1874, be taken into consideration. He said that the Bill as 
introduced excluded Parsis from the operation of section 36 of the Act, which - 
empowered the Administrator General, in the case of estates not exceeding one 
thousand rupees in value, to grant to the representatives of the deceased, on 
their application, a certificate having much the same operation as letters of 
administration. A meeting of Parsi gentlemen, convened at Bombay last 
August by Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, had represented—and its representation 
was supported by the Registrar of the High Court, the Administrator General 
of Bombay and the Local Government—that it was not desirable to exclude 
Parsis from the benefit of this section. 

Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy wrote as follows :— 

“Jn communicating this. resolution I have been requested by the meeting to state the 
reasorts which induced them to recommend that section 36 of the Act of 1874 should not be 
included within the exempting operation of section 2 of the proposed Bill. They consider $ 
that section 36 is a distinct portion of the Act, widely distingutshed from that division of 
-which sections 16 and 64 are the leading provisions, The scope of section 36 extends ao far 
only as to vest in the Administrator Goneral power to grant certificates of administration 
in t of a certain class of estates at the instance of those interested in its administration.. 
The Parsi community can have — to urge against such a provision, which has nothing. 
in common with those sections from which they have petitioned to be exempted, The meeting. 
was, therefore, of opinion that section 86 might be allowed to remain with advantage.” 

The Parsis of Surdt and Broach, on the other hand, were opposed to allow-» . 
ing this section to remain applicable to the Parsi community ; but their opposi- 
tion proceeded almost altogether, if not entirely, from a fear that the applies 

tion of section 36 to them must carry with it the application of section 37, 
which empowered the Administrator General to administer himself, of his — 
own motion, or grant a certificate to a creditor. ; : tne) 

The Select Committee had, however, found no Page| in separating the — 
two sections, and they had accordingly amended the Bill, so that section 36, 
but not section 37, should remain applicable to the Parsis. ch Nay 

Further, it had been represented by the Registrar of the High Cou 

at Bombay and the Administrator General there, and it was within th 
' Knowledge of some of the members ¢f the Committee, that the need 
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| Bombay Government securities, shares in public companies, negotiable 

and “deposits in banks, when the assets did not exceed in the whole Rs. ls 
‘The Committee had, therefore, made section 36 of the Act (without section 37) 
applicable to persons of all descriptions, and they believed that it would provide 
for the poorer classes of Natives in the Presidency-towns, a simpler; er 
and cheaper procedure than would be afforded them by conferring testamen’ 

and intestate jurisdiction on the Presidency Small Cause Courts, as p: 

in the Bill relating to those Courts now before the Council. 

‘As commonly happened when an amending Bill of this description was 
introduced, suggestions had been made to the Committee for the altera- 

_ tion of the principal Act in points not touched by the Bill, and some of these 
suggestions had heen —: 

In the first place, it been represented that inconvenience had resulted 
from the High Court at Fort William having ruled in Jn the Goods of Hew- 
son, I. L. R. 4 Cale. 770, that the Administrator General was not, as an ordi- 
nary administrator was under Act XIII of 1875, entitled to: obtain from one 
of the Presidency High Courts letters of administration which would operate 
throughout British India. The Committee thought it would be advantageous 
to the public that the High Courts should have power to grant to an Adminis- 
trator General letters operating in this way. Similar considerations would 
apply to cases where the Administrator General was named as executor by 
virtue of his office. The Select Committee had, however, provided that, when 
the Administrator General of one Presidency obtained a grant of this sort, he 
should not be entitled, in respect of assets situate in another Presidency, 
to commission at a higher rate than that allowed to the Administrator Gene- 
ral of the latter Presidency. Thus, if the Madras Administrator General 
obtained a grant of letters of administration operating throughout the three 
Presidencies, he would get, in respect of assets situate in the Bengal Presi- 
dency, only three per cent. All clashing of jurisdictions would be avoided 

+ Gf every petition by an Administrator General for the grant of such letters con- 
tained ‘a statement that no letters of administration to the deceased had been 
obtained from a High Court in another Presidency. 

The next suggestion which the Committee had adopted had reference 
to section 28 of the Act of 1874. That section was intended to protect an 
Administrator General, who had made a distribution after giving due notice to 
claimants against the estate, from liability to claimants subsequently coming 
forward; but it was so drawn as to a ord protection only when the dis- 
tribution was deferred for a year from the grant of letters of administration. 
Now, for the convenience of the parties’, concerned, the Administrators 
General sometimes took upon themselves the risk of making the dis- 
tribution within the year, but it was obvious that they could not gener- 
ally be expected o so; and, as a matter of fact, the section had 

to delays in closing administrations which, with the speedy means of 
communication now-a-days available, were uite unnecessary. ‘The High 

— Court of Bombay had expressed its opinion that “the period within which 
‘an Administrator General might distribute the assets of a deceased person 
“might be advantageously shortened ;” and there was no doubt that one 
of the reasons why the public resorted to private agency-houses was that 
“those houses generally distributed the assets in from three to four months. 
‘The Committee had ‘accordingly substituted, for section 28 of the Act: 
of 1874, a section similar to section 320 of the Indian Succession Act, 
‘which enabled an administrator to make a distribution after issuing “ such 
notices as would be given by the High Court in an administration-suit,” 
that was to say, as they were informed, notices of a length fixed with reference 
to all the circumstances of the particular case. ‘ 
Phe only other amendment the Committee had made was the insertion of _ 
a section, before section 61 of the Act, empowering an Administrator General 
to examine on oath any person, who was willing to be so examined, 
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“any question of fact on Which the Administrator General might have to satis!y 
Oy Ly aa eb ceulod & sh a8 . Oi vcq 












od of obtaining a representative title had been much felt by, the 
4s and other Natives who died leaving in Calcutta, Madras or 

















for the s of the Act 
ante in high there might. ba souiesrocies Mal ubt as to 
to believe it to PS aed ec, ea rator Gene 
pu the claimant or the estate to the expense of legal proceedings ings—cases, _ 
a instance, in which the Administrator General wished to satisfy himself as to 
the validity of the claim made by a creditor who could not produce posi | 
_proof ‘of the debt, or by a next-of-kin who could not furnish sati ote 
~ evidence of relationship or identity, or cases where trust-property came into — 
the hands of the Administrator General, in which the Bohs 9 wy apparently 
no beneficial interest, but documentary proof of his being a mere trustee was’ 
wanting.. ; ‘: 
The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Hon’ble Mx. Sroxxs.also moved that the Bill as amended be passed. _ 
‘The Motion was put and agreed to. : 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES RENT ACT, 1873, AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cotyix moved that the further report of the Select — 
Committee on the Bill to amend the North-Western Provinces Rent Act of 
1873 be taken into consideration, He said that, on the last occasion when 
the Bill was before the Council, he had explained all the amendments and 
changes which had been made in the Act up to that time. The Bill, at that 
meeting of the Council, was referred back to the Committee, with a yew to re- 
pealing and re-enacting the Act instead of merely amending it.. The Select 
Committee had carried out those instructions. But whilst consolidating the law 
they had received a few suggestions, chiefly from the North-Western Proy- 
inees, which they had thought it right to adopt, and they had inserted these 
in the Bill as now prepared. 

A few words in ‘respect of the changes so made were necessary. The first 
of them was in section 29, That section of the Act was to the effect that, 
“if any lease be granted, or if any agreement be entered into, by any landowner’ 
under engagement with Government for his land, fixing the rent of land for - 
any period exceeding the term of such engagement, such lease or agreement 
shall, on the expiration of the term aforesaid, be void at the option of either 
party.” The object of that section was to prevent the sacrifice of the future 

ims of Government to revenue, by the creation of leases which would 
debar landholders from raising their rents when a new settlement was 
made, and which would thereby diminish the source from which the Government 
revenue was drawn. It appeared, however, from a communication which 
had been received by the Committee, that certain tea-planters in the North- 
Western Provinces, in ignorance of these provisions of the law, had accepted 
and granted leases either in etuity or for periods exceeding the terms of the 
periodical settlements, and that in some of these cases the rent, on the supposi- 
tion that it would never be liable to enhancement, had been fixed at a very 
high rate. It was impossible for the State, in justice to'the public, to recog. 
nise and maintain such perpetual or long-term leases in parts of the country 
which were liable to re-settlement and a periodical enhancement of reve- 
nue. On the other hand, it would be hel toms inconsistent with justice — 
to leave the law in its present state, as by that course an unscrupulous lessor 
would be enabled to cancel his lease when there was, as far as he was con- — 
cerned, no justification for doing so. In order to remove this difficulty, the 
Committee had gone as far as they thought they could go in the direction of 
‘giving relief, and had provided that in such‘a case the leases should not he 
Foldable unless the tenant refused to pay, or the landlord to accept, what the 
Settlement-officer considered at the time to be a fair and reasonable rent, _ 
As land under tea-cultivation had never yet been assessed at a aot a ja 
than adjoining lands under cereal crops, the rate of these would pro 
termine what the a ene (eas a pire: a part a san ts ey 
arrangement proposed would obviate, as it was. possible to do so, thehard- 
ship which the tea-planters apprebien led. ato 

The next change made in the Bill was that the Committee had added 
a clause to section 44, providing that a tenant at fixed rates, or an occupancy- 
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; most important of these improvements was the construc- 
wells; iif fact, it was scarcely too much cans that no cultivator on the 
2 Western Provinces was very likely to make any improvement in the 
land except in the shape of wells. “Now, the High Court of the North-Western 
.. p Prominces: had recently ruled that every tenant had a right to make wells. ‘The 
we. on, therefore, did not in any way go beyond what had been declared to be 
j the existing law; it merely limited it, in accordance with existing customs. It 
further provided that suits to recover compensation for, or to rohibit, breaches 
of the conditions of a lease should be tried in the revenue Courts, as was al- 
@  teady the case with suits to eject a tenant for the like reasons. A divided juris- 
' diction in such cases would obviously be open to yery great objections, 
_ The next change was in section 174, which had been altered so 48 to cor- 
respond with section 190 of the Revenue Act. By that Act a proprietor 
whose estate was transferred for arrears of revenue was allowed to retain his 
ex-proprietary rights in respect of his s/r-land. The section included in the 
pqord Bill placed the judgment-debtor, who was temporarily excluded from 
is estate with a view to satisfying the dues of a private creditor, in a similar 
position. 
Fourthly, a change had been made in section 181, which related to claims 
made by a third party in respect of roperty taken in execution of a decree, 
In such cases, as the law now hood, if the third party failed to make good — 
his claim to the property and an order was made for its sale, the claimant could 
bring a suit in the civil Court to establish his right, but the suit could not 
be for recovery of the property, but only for compensation from the judgment- 
creditor. It appeared to the Committee that there was no good reason for ap- 
plying this provision to immoveable property. If the lands of a third 
' were erroneously sold by order of the Court, it seemed unjust that the 
. + Xightful owner should not be entitled to recover his lands, but only to sue for 
compensation. The Committee had accordingly amended that section. 


There was only one more point; the Committee had provided that the 
Act should come into force, not on the day on which it was passed, but from 
the 1st April next. The Act contained a number of new provisions, 

hich it was desirable that all persons concerned should have time to acquaint 
Mitaintivee with, and with this view the Committee proposed postponing the 
operation of the Act till 1st April next. 


His Excellency raz Presrpeyt doubted whether the Council should pro- 
eced to pass the Bill to-day. The question of the consideration of the Report 
would not create any difficulty, but he should like to know whether the Report 
had been circulated or not. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Granr replied that it had not. 


___ His Excellency 11s Prestenr said that to him it appeared that some of 
the cha proposed in the Bill were of a good deal of importance, and that. it 
would be hardly fair to Members of the Council if the Bill were to be passed to- 
day. He thought, therefore, that it would be advisable to allow some further 
time for printing, circulating and considering the Bill, as well as for consider- 
ing the Report of the Select Committee. 


‘The Hon'ble Mx. Convry thought that His Excellency’s wishes would be 
ty mot by postponing the Motion to pass the Bill until the next week. ; 


The Motion was put and agreed to. hee tt 
__ The Hon'ble Mn. Coxvax asked leave to postpone the Motion that the Bill. 
‘as amonded be passed.” ibs ig 
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